
Handmade Decorative Rugs Are Sustainable! 



Why Are Handmade Rugs Sustainable?

Handcrafting weavingsïa millennia -age art form featuring an unsurpassed 

versatility  of design and construction techniques available at a broad 

spectrum of price points.

ÅThey are handcrafted with organic materialsðe.g., wool, cotton, silk, and 

hemp.  They are intrinsically green. 

ÅTheir durability, longevity, and recycling of materials are unsurpassed  

(vs. disposability of machinemade alternatives).



ÅCompare with machinemades which account for 5 billion tons and 1% of 

landfill waste. 

ÅThe healthiest  alternative to machinemade carpeting which can outgas. 

ÅHandmade rug industry contributes to social and economic welfare in 

emerging economies, e.g.. Nepal (schools, family welfare).



An Organic Handcrafting Process



Design

Before weaving begins a design rendering called a "naksharò or cartoon is 
created, usually drawn freehand on graph paper, with each square 
representing a single knot.





Carding

The raw wool is cleaned, detangled, and hand-carded into fibers that are 
prepared for spinning .





Spinning

The carded fibers are spun using a spinning wheel to make threads of yarn 
that are ready to be dyed.





Dyeing

The spun bundles of yarn are submerged into a brewing pot of chrome or 
natural dyes until they obtain the intended shade of color.





Weaving

The yarn is handknotted on a loom by skilled weavers, bringing the 
design to life. This intricate art can be traced back almost 3,000 years and 
requires a great deal of precision and patience to master.























Washing

The newly woven rug is soaked with soap and water and scrapped with 
wooden paddles to remove any dust, dirt and debris. The vigorous washing 
process provides luminosity to the rug.





Drying

The washed rug is laid out to dry in the sun, a process that can take 
several days. The sunlight provides brilliance and luster to the woven 
creation.





Stretching

The rug is put on a stretching frame in the sun to counteract the 
shrinkage that occurs during washing.





Shearing

Uneven pile is sheared down to the desired pile height. This process will 
determine the overall finished look of the rug.





Finishing

The rug is finished by hand. Many wool and silk rugs are hand-carved to 
enhance the design and add texture.





Handweavings Have Many Lives!

Unsurpasseddurability, longevity, and recycling of materials




























